Carrageenan-induced acute inflammatory response in chicks.
Carrageenan from two commercial sources was used in varying concentrations to evoke an acute inflammatory response in the foot pad of chickens. Oedema formation and increased vascular permeability were less severe using this experimental model than with turpentine-induced injury. Inflammation was monophasic, of short duration and apparently mediated by histamine and serotonin as their respective antagonists diminished the response. Prostaglandins seemed to play only a minor role as indomethacin blocked only the later phase of oedema. Bothrops jararaca venom did not potentiate the inflammatory response, implying that bradykinin was not a significant mediator.